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DETAILED ACTION 

An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

A listing of registered patent attorneys and agents is available on the USPTO 
Internet web site http://www.uspto.gov in the Site Index under "Attorney and Agent 
Roster." Applicants may also obtain a list of registered patent attorneys and agents 
located in their area by writing to the Mail Stop OED, Director of the U. S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Falge (2,814,749). 

In regard to claim 1 , Falge discloses a base 2 and lighting device with two light 
members 18 and 26 for high and low beams respectively and leads 50, 52, and 54 for 
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controlling the light members. In regard to claim 2, Falge discloses a cover 30. In 
regard to 4 Falge discloses the use of bulbs with 4 leads (2 for each bulb) in column 4 
lines 8-10. 

In regard to claim 7, Falge teaches the use of two lighting members located at 
different locations relative to the base of the device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Falge in 
view of Coushaine (5,291 ,092). 

In regard to claim 3, Falge discloses the elements of independent claim 1 , 
including a controlling means for the high and low beams, but lacks the teaching of 
tubes coupled to light members. Coushaine teaches a headlight device 12 including an 
arc discharge lamp with tube 16 coupled to leads 18 and 20. This lamp is used in 
headlights to improve optics (col. 1 lines 16-17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the arc discharge lamp of Coushaine in place of each of the lamps of 
Falge, in order to improve optics as taught by Caushaine. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Falge in view of Douglas (2,076, 074). 
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In regard to claim 5, Falge discloses the elements of claim 1 , including a 
controlling means for the high and low beams, but lacks a control device coupled to the 
light device. In regard to claim 6, Falge discloses light member stabilized with a mount 
in the reflector. Douglas discloses the use of a controlling means S. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Falge's lighting device with Douglas's controls as a means to 
control the different beam settings. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Irshawa (5,059,855) discloses the use of a ceramic tube in a discharge lamp. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie A. Shallenberger whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7131. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 830-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on 571-272-2009. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Julie Shallenberger 
Examiner AU 2875 




